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LABOUR DAY 
LIGHT THE DARK VIGIL 

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY MARCH 

Statement by Member for Mirrabooka 

MS J.M. FREEMAN (Mirrabooka) [12.58 pm]: As the Labour Day holiday falls this Monday, I would like to 
draw the attention of the house to the important work that workers and their representative unions do by 
delivering liveable wages and conditions in Western Australia and Australia. The Labour Day holiday was the 
replacement for the May Day holiday in the Cold War period of the 1950s. However, the celebrations of working 
people in WA continues to be held on the Sunday around 1 May. Every year for many years UnionsWA has 
hosted a community and family festival in Fremantle recognising the contribution of working people to the 
economy and wellbeing of Western Australia. It is my strong view that it is time for this Parliament to consider 
reverting to a public holiday on May Day, as is the case in Queensland. 

I would like to congratulate the organisers of the Light the Dark candlelight vigil held on Sunday, 23 February, 
which brought together over 20 000 Australians to mourn the death of Reza Berati, who was killed in detention 
on Manus Island, and to spread light in a dark time in Australian history. I was a proud attendee in Perth. The 
people gathered did not seek to vilify but to challenge all of us on how to honour a life that will never reach its 
potential. I rely on the words of the eloquent Hugh Mackay on stopping rapacious people smugglers being an 
undeniably good goal — 

Precisely because it is a good goal, everything done in pursuit of that goal must be good. If not—if we 
fall for the mad idea that we can behave badly in pursuit of a good goal—then we have compromised 
our own integrity and tarnished the very values we are claiming to uphold. 

I would also like to congratulate Ishar Multicultural Women’s Health Centre for organising the International 
Women’s Day march to be held this coming Wednesday, and look forward to a vibrant event that celebrates the 
contributions made by women in Western Australia. 

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm 
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